REPORT 


To Residents of the Santa Clara Valley Water Conservation District. 

SUBJECT 

$3,000,000.00 Bond Issue for Expansion of the District's facilities. 

ELECTION DATE ; March 26th. 

WHO IS AFFECTED BY THIS BOND ISSUE ? 

You are involved in this election if you live in the following cities and out¬ 
lying areas: Mountain View, Sunnyvale, Cupertino, Santa Clara, San Jose, 
Campbell - the Evergreen area. East Foothills, Berryessa, Oak Grove, Coyote, 
Cambrian, and parts of Los Altos, Saratoga, and Morgan Hill. (You can confirm 
your residence in the District by a call to the District office - CY 4-2382.) 

FUNCTION OF THE WATER DISTRICT 

This Valley is designated a semi-arid region with low annual rainfall in re¬ 
ports of the State Department of Water Resources. Water for domestic, indus¬ 
trial, and agricultural use is pumped from beneath the ground....Since there 
are no underground rivers or other sources of water to replenish the supply, 
the only means of replacing the water we use in our homes, our factories, and 
farms is by saving the water of the winter rains in storage reservoirs, and 
then allowing it to drain or "percolate" down into the underground. The water 
passes into this underground storage through dry stream beds and specially 
prepared gravel areas. 

The Water Conservation District, founded by the voters of the area in 1929? 
maintains seven major storage reservoirs in the hills surrounding the valley. 
These were built with bonds voted by the people of the district. These reser¬ 
voirs have a total capacity of 144,000 acre feet of water. (An acre foot is 
one acre of ground covered by water one foot deep.) 
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For more than twenty years, the storage reservoirs, canals, and percolation 
areas operated by the Conservation District have been the means of prevent¬ 
ing disastrous water shortages through dry years. During the current period 
of tremendous growth in this area, the additional dams and facilities have 
guaranteed a supply of water to incoming factories and our thousands of new 
homes...,At present the Water Conservation District's system is the basis of 
our water supply. 

THE PRESENT BOND ISSUE 

ADDITIONAL PERCOLATION FACILITIES 

Two large dams, built in the past six years, Anderson on the East side and 
Lexington, near Los Gatos, have increased the water storage of the District 
by three and one-half times. It is now imperative that we acquire and de¬ 
velop new gravel lands in order to get this water underground. (There is 
still 50,000 acre feet of last year's water in Anderson reservoir.) 

These new percolation facilities, some 400 acres, will be located in areas 
known to have good percolation qualities. Every effort has been made to 
choose areas where existing canals can bring the stored water to the perco¬ 
lation beds. This land, vital to our continuing water supply can be bought 
and developed for $1,500,000.00 - one-half of the total Bond Issue. This 
property must also be acquired speedily, since possible development as resi¬ 
dential subdivisions would increase costs tremendously. 

IF THE DISTRICT IS TO CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN AN ADEQUATE UNDERGROUND WATER 


SUPPLY IT MUST ACQUIRE AND DEVELOP THESE NEW PERCOLATION AREAS„ 
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EXPANSION AND IMPROVEMENT OF EXISTING CANALS 

When the people of the Water Conservation District were asked to vote Bonds 
to build Anderson and Lexington Dams, the need for expansion of the system of 
canals was recognized. A cross valley canal was built to carry water from 
the East Side reservoirs to good percolation areas West of the Monterey High¬ 
way. Other improvements were made to the canal system. But the Bond Issues 
understandably were held to the amounts considered absolutely necessary. Sub¬ 
sequent operations demonstrate the need for increasing the capacity of exist¬ 
ing canals, and for making them more efficient by lining with concrete. The 
need is also apparent for extension of the canal on the East side of the val¬ 
ley, and provision of a pipeline from Saratoga Creek to Calabazas Creek to 
provide more water for percolation into the underground strata supplying the 
Cupertino-Santa Clara area. 

It is expected that enlarging and concrete lining of the Coyote Canal, dis¬ 
tribution system of the big reservoirs on the East side, will greatly aid in 
getting Anderson and Coyote storage water underground. The concrete lining 
of the Cross Valley Canal will assure much faster delivery of this water to 
West side percolation areas, (it is estimated that concrete lining can double 
the capacity of a canal by swifter passage of the water.) 

The total amount allocated for the canal projects in the Bond Issue is 
$1,362,500.00....THE NEED FOR EXPANSION OF THE CANALS IS DICTATED BY THE EVER 
INCREASING USE OF WATER IN THIS VALLEY, IF WE WERE TO STOP GROWING NOW - 
GROW NO MORE - THE SYSTEM STILL MUST BE ENLARGED TO SUPPLY THE NEEDS! 

: DISTRICT OFFICE BUILDING ; 

At present the District Headquarters are located in unsuitable and inadequate 
quarters in San Jose. The Bond Issue proposes funds for a building to house 
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all activities of the District’s staff. Reputable contractors have stated a 
satisfactory office building can be built on land owned by the District for 
$31,000.00. THERE IS A DEFINITE ADVANTAGE IN STREAMLINING THE DISTRICT'S 
OPERATION, CONCENTRATION OF STAFF ACTIVITIES AT ONE LOCATION IS NECESSARY TO 
EFFICIENT PERFORMANCE, 

PLANS FOR THE FUTURE 

Two items of the Bond Issue directly concern exploration of sources for replen¬ 
ishment of our underground water supply. For each item, money is needed to 
provide engineering studies to determine the feasibility. The amount of each 
of the two items is $8,000.00. 

A. The Salvage of Domestic and Industrial Waste Water from San Jose and adja¬ 
cent areas. (An understanding exists between the San Jose City Council and 
the Water Conservation District for cooperation in salvaging this waste 
water, estimated to be at least 30,000 acre feet annually. 

B. Diversion of Water from Soquel Creek in Santa Cruz County, (in 1955, the 
Water Conservation District took under consideration the possibility of 
diverting 20,000 acre feet of water per year from Soquel Creek, with the 
purpose of bringing this water from its origin to Los Gatos Creek by way 
of abandoned railway tunnels in the Santa Cruz Mountains. Since the annual 
runoff of Soquel Creek averages approximately 64,000 acre feet, there is 
enough water from this source to supply the needs of the City of Santa Cruz 
- which has its own San Lorenzo River as a primary source, and to provide 
the 20,000 acre feet for Santa Clara Valley. 

WHAT WILL THE TAX AMOUNT TO? HOW IS THE TAX FIGURED? 

The Bond Issue will increase the Water Conservation tax by a MAXIMUM of six¬ 
teen cents per $100.00 assessed valuation ON YOUR LAND ONLY. In all probabil¬ 
ity it will be less.... It is to be remembered that this tax - on land only - 
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is NOT figured on the assessed valuation of your home, buildings, or other im¬ 
provements . TO THE OWNER OF THE AVERAGE RESIDENTIAL LOT THIS MIGHT MEAN A 
TOTAL INCREASE OF JUST EIGHTY CENTS PER YEAR AT THE MOST! This in terms of 
four quarts of milk or some other household purchase is a small price to pay 
for ASSURANCE OF WATER FOR THE VALLEY. Not to he overlooked is the fact that 
even with the increase, our water conservation tax will he more than fifteen 
percent LESS than it has heen at times in the past! 

CONCLUSION 

Since it has heen determined that the items included in this Bond Issue are 
of prime importance to the economy of the Santa Clara Valley, and benefit ALL 
of us directly, a Committee of Citizens from all parts of the Water Conserva¬ 
tion District has undertaken to support this Bond Issue, and to supply the 
voters of the District with information about the bonds. 

The foregoing has heen a digest of the details concerning this vital matter, 
and the Committee will supply whatever specific answers you may desire..... 

If you are a member of a club or other organized group within the District 
the Committee would like to send a speaker to your next meeting..... THIS 
BOND ISSUE MUST HAVE A TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY TO PASS! PLEASE LEND YOUR ACTIVE 
ASSISTANCE TO THIS CAMPAIGN., 


CITIZENS COMMITTEE FOR WATER BONDS 

E, A. Mirassou, General Chairman 
Glenn F. Dodson, Finance Chairman 



